Editor’s Preface #5735

This volume is the result of a fascinating encounter of knowledge and
cultures coming from East and West, in the domain of the Chinese liter-
ary and aesthetic tradition, the tradition of which the Wenxin diaolong
stands as landmark and milestone. The concrete occasion of this special
encounter was the International Symposium “Wenxin Duibua SCUET.
Dialogue on The Literary Mind / The Core of Writing”, that took place on
the 5th of May 2014, at the University of Milan, organised by the Con-
fucius Institute of the University of Milan, with the generous help of the
Department of Language Mediation and Intercultural Communication
of the same University.

The publication of this volume witnesses the desire to pursue an
intercultural dialogue (duibua ¥17F) - started with the International Sym-
posium - crystallised into investigations and reflections on literature and
poetry, and on the translations and the studies of Liu Xie’s great heritage.

This book collects the essays of three Italian scholars - professors
Alessandra Cristina Lavagnino and Itala Vivan, and the current writer ' -
and three Chinese scholars - Professors Zhang Shaokang and Tao Litian,
and Wang Li - composed in English or Chinese. This deliberately bilin-
gual volume offers the translations of the abstract of every essay and of
the authors’ biosketches. Furthermore, all Chinese texts have been uni-
formed to non-simplified Chinese, on the specific purpose of preserving
the authentic linguistic profile of the Wenxin diaolong.

Forasmuch as the authors were entitled to determine the borders
of their papers, and to introduce a variety of themes, focalizations and
approaches, this book presents itself as wittingly multifaceted, both on
the quantitative and qualitative level.

“Wenxin Duibua 300¥E: A Dialogue on The Literary Mind / The
Core of Writing” is meant to represent a first stage in an ongoing process
of confrontation, subsumed under the broader project of shaping a multi-
cultural and multifarious debate.

1 Simona Gallo (PhD).
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