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ABSTRACT

This paper briefly expounds the academic value of Liu Xie's Wenxin diaolong
(The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons), and shows that the work is
essentially an outstanding treatise on literary theory and a prominent subject
on the international level. Furthermore, this paper investigates the Wenxin
diaolong theoretical system and several original and important viewpoints con-
cerning literary theory. Additionally, it illustrates the great significance the
work has for the study and research on ancient Chinese literature.

Keywords: prominent subject, theoretical system, wen yi xin wei ben, the Spirit
wandering with Things, style and personality, liuguan.
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