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ABSTRACT

This paper comprehensively discusses the overall principles and methods of
the Wenxin diaolong literary criticism - namely, the issues of the Wenxin diao-
long literary criticism paradigm - by identifying and analyzing four different
patterns. The first is the classical literary criticism pattern: it derives from
literature, as it takes features of the major Confucian literary classics as prin-
ciples and methods for literary criticism, and draws composition norms and
other related issues from the outstanding works and typical genres within the
theory of literary history. The second is the Cai xing 4t pattern: it considers
the theories about the relationships with the author’s talent, natural disposi-
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tion, and character as principles and methods for literary criticism. The third is
the literary style criticism pattern: its principles and methods are drawn from
the typical features of the classical styles of writing throughout the history of
the literary evolution. It also represents the concrete expression and practice of
classical criticism. The fourth is the Zhi yin %1% (Appreciative critic) pattern:
it emphasizes the textual analysis of the literary work that corresponds to its
criticism criteria. This pattern tries to interpret the author’s inner world of as
though he were a musician expressing his talent in a musical performance. If a
critic possesses this kind of literary sensibility and taste, then he could be the
author’s Zhi yin %1% (Appreciative critic).

Keywords: criticism paradigm, classics, talent, literary style, Zhi yin.
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