The Authors E& 41

ALEssANDRA CRISTINA Lavagnino is full Professor of Chinese Language
and Culture at the University of Milan, and Director of the Confucius
Institute at the University of Milan. She spent several years in China,
for studying and researching. She served ad Press Counsellor at the Ital-
ian Embassy in Beijing. She translated into Italian Wenxin diaolong and
other important Chinese literary works. She is author of books, essays,
and articles on ancient and modern Chinese culture. She is member of
Editorial Boards of academic Journals on Chinese studies.
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ItaLA VivaN, Professor of Cultural and Postcolonial Studies, formerly at
the School of Political Science, University of Milano. She has written
widely in the field of postcolonial studies, on the relationships between
literature, history and society in sub-Saharan Africa and the emergence
of new, creolized literary expressions in the West and elsewhere. In recent
years, she has researched and published on the role of cultural museums
in contemporary society.
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SmmoNa GaLLo holds a PhD in Linguistic, Literary and Intercultural
Studies in European and Extra-European Perspectives from the University
of Milan, under the supervision of Alessandra Cristina Lavagnino (Uni-
versity of Milan). Her research interests involve Chinese and Sinophone
Literature, transcultural aesthetics, cultural translation and intertextual-
ity. She is currently Adjunct Professor of Chinese Language and Litera-
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ture at several Italian Universities, and a member of the Italian Associa-
tion for Chinese Studies (AISC), the European Association for Chinese
Studies (EACS) and the Contemporary Asia Research Center (CARC).
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PROFESSOR ZHANG SHAOKANG was born in December 1935, in Anji county
(Zhejiang province). In 1949, he entered the Shanghai middle school and
graduated in 1955. In the same year, in September, he was admitted to
the Department of Chinese Studies at Peking University; in July 1960, he
started teaching in the same College. In 1983, Zhang Shaokang became
associate Professor, and since 1993, he has been a doctoral academic advi-
sor. From 1986 to 1990, he was assigned the role of Head of the Teaching
and Research section of Artistic and literary theory. From September
1983 to September 1984, he was a visiting Professor at the Department
of Chinese Studies, at the Ain Shams University, in Cairo. He also went
to Japan: from April 1990 to March 1992, he was a visiting Professor
at Kyushu University in Fukuoka (Department of Literature, Division
of Research on Chinese Literature); from December 1993 to February
1994, he was visiting scholar at the Department of Literature (Division
of Research on Chinese Literature) at Kyoto University. Professor Zhang
Shaokang is deeply committed to teaching and researching ancient Chi-
nese literary theory and criticism: on this topic, he has already published
eleven monographs and nearly one hundred papers.
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Tao LiTIAN was born in 1962 in Anhui Province. In July 1998, he received
his PhD in Chinese literature - specifically ancient literary theory and
criticism - from Peking University (Department of Chinese Studies), and
in the same year he started to work at the College of Literature of Capital
Normal University, in Beijing. In 2005, Tao Litian was promoted to the
position of teacher and held the post of tutor for Master’s degree students
and PhD students. From 2003 to 2012, he was also vice-president of the
College of Literature. Since 2007, he has held the position of secretary-
general of The Chinese Wenxin Diaolong Association, with the task of
directing the Association’s daily work and editing the journal Wenxin
diaolong yanjiu (Research on the Wenxin diaolong). Professor Tao Litian’s
main research field - among others - is history of Chinese literary criti-
cism, in the directions of history of Chinese Literature, history of Chi-
nese aesthetics and history of Chinese literary thought. He has already
published more than 60 papers and several monographs.
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WaNG L1 was born in 1986, in Shenyang (Liaoning Province). In 2004,
she enrolled in the College of Elementary Education at Shenyang Uni-
versity, and in 2008 she was a postgraduate student of Liaoning Normal
University, where she specialized in teaching Chinese as a Foreign
language. From May 2009 to December 2010, Wang Li participated in
the Hanban minority language education program, and studied Italian
at Turin Confucius Institute. In October 2011, as a volunteer teacher of
Hanban, she was assigned to the Confucius Institute at The University
of Milan. Three years later, she became a full-time Chinese Teacher, and
a reserve Teacher of Jilin University. Wang Li’s major commitment is
the research related to Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language. On the
topic, she already published two papers.
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